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Executive summary

1.

Hirfynydd Renewable Energy Park is an EDF Renewables UK proposal for up to seven wind turbines, a solar array, and battery
storage on land near to Crynant and Seven Sisters, in Neath Port Talbot.

EDF Renewables UK publicly announced the project in July 2022 and held an initial round of early consultation and public
information days between 30t September and 17t October 2022. During that consultation, 133 people completed a feedback
form, with 43.6% of people stating they support the Hirfynydd Renewable Energy Park proposal, 34.6% stated they were not
supportive, and 21.8% were unsure. Key themes raised were visual impact and proximity to homes, environmental benefits of
renewable energy, potential impact on local wildlife and biodiversity, archaeology and existing mine works. EDF Renewables UK
committed to running a second informal consultation in spring 2023, prior to the statutory Pre-application Consultation (PAC),
expected to take place in autumn 2023.

The second informal consultation was held from 37 May to 315t May 2023. The outcomes of this consultation are the subject of
this report. The primary purposes of this second round of consultation were to spread awareness of the project by providing
information more widely, to be available to answer questions and queries, and to listen and consider feedback. This consultation
period ran for four weeks compared to three weeks for the first round of consultation following a request from Seven Sisters
Community Council that the consultation be lengthened.

To spread awareness of the consultation, information packs were sent to the consultation zone which comprised 1,954
households. Two drop-in Public Information Days (PIDs) were held from 14.00 — 19.00 on Friday 12th May 2023 at Seven Sisters
Community Hall and 10.00 — 14.00 on Saturday 13t May 2023 at Crynant Community Centre. The PIDs were attended by 180
people.

Updated information was provided to the community about the draft layout and survey work undertaken. By contrast to the
initial round of consultation, more information was sent to residents in the form of an information pack, and this included a
Freepost feedback card making it easier for local residents to provide feedback.

Across all feedback channels, which included the Freepost feedback card sent to all households, the hard copy form which
attendees to the PIDs could complete, and the online form, a total of 471 feedback forms were received.

EDF Renewables UK notes that a far greater number of responses were received in the second consultation compared to the
first consultation (133 forms). It is further noted that the levels of support versus opposition, versus those who are unsure about
the proposal, has changed. At this consultation, in response to the question ‘Do you support the Hirfynydd Renewable Energy
Park Proposal?’ 25.3% of respondents stated they were supportive, compared with 43.6% of respondents in the first round. This
time, 69.2% stated they were not supportive compared to 34.6% who stated that view at the last round of consultation. Finally,
the percentage of people saying that they are unsure has decreased from one in five (21.8%) in round one compared to just
5.5% saying that they were unsure, this time.

ARE YOU SUPPORTIVE OF THE HIRFYNYDD RENEWABLE ENERGY PARK PROPOSAL?

Round 1: Sept/Oct 2022 Round 2: May 2023 Change in proportion of responses
from round 1 to round 2

Yes 43.6% (58) 25.3% (119) -18.3%
No 34.6% (46) 69.2% (326) +34.6%
Unsure/did not answer 21.8% (29) 5.5% (26) -16.3%
Total 133 471 +254% (338)

Table 1 : 'Are you supportive of Hirfynydd Renewable Energy Park?'

8.

The main concern raised remained the potential visual impact on residents. This was followed by concern about the impact on
wildlife and biodiversity.
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9. Across the board, respondents were less supportive about all matters in relation to the project - climate change, onshore wind,
solar, shared ownership and Community Benefit Fund — not just the proposals relating to the infrastructure.
10.

EDF Renewables UK is grateful to Seven Sisters Community Hall and Crynant Community Council for hosting the PIDs, to all those
who responded, and to members of the public for attending the events and providing feedback.
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Introduction

Background

12.

EDF Renewables UK publicly announced its plans to develop Hirfynydd Renewable Energy Park in July 2022 and held an initial
round of non-statutory early consultation and public information days (PIDs) between 30t September and 17t October 2022.
The PIDs were attended by 148 people and 133 people provided feedback, with 43.6% of people stating they were supportive
of the proposal. Key themes raised were visual impact and proximity to homes, environmental benefits of renewable energy,
potential impact on local wildlife and biodiversity, archaeology and existing mine works.

13. Although it is not a statutory requirement to undertake this form of informal engagement, as a responsible developer, it is EDF
Renewables UK’s normal practice to do so. EDF Renewables UK committed to undertake a second informal consultation during
2023, prior to the Pre-application Consultation (PAC), expected to take place later in 2023.

14. EDF Renewables UK held the second informal consultation on its draft plans for Hirfynydd from 3 May to 315t May 2023.
Feedback from a small number of people was that there was not a great deal of ‘new’ information since the initial round of
consultations. There were updates shared on the turbine and solar layouts, progress on grid discussion with the Global Centre
for Rail Excellence, and updates from survey findings. One of the primary purposes of the second round of consultation was also
to spread awareness of the project. By sending out an information booklet to all households within the consultation zone, this
objective has been achieved. The evidence on attendance at the PIDs, and the number of feedback forms received, suggests
that more local people are aware of the project now than they were when EDF Renewables UK first launched its plans in autumn
2022.

15. During the first round of consultation and the intervening period, EDF Renewables UK became aware of a local opposition group,
Dulais Valley Action Group. The group was active on Facebook, had circulated a flyer to residents, submitted questions to Jeremy
Miles MS, had featured in an article in the national press, and in a free community newsletter. EDF Renewables UK were keen
to provide information to address the issues being raised by the group.

16. Cadno Communications Ltd (Cadno) had been appointed to manage the first round of PIDs and online consultaion and were
engaged again for the second round. Cadno worked closely with EDF Renewables UK to plan and deliver the PIDs. 3D Webtech
(3DW) provided the computerised 3D modelling software and hosted this element of the exhibition. Renewable energy
consultants, Land Use Consultants (LUC) Ltd, responsible for managing the environmental assessments, also attended the
events, as well as geological consultants Yellow Sub Geo.

Population

17. The population of the ward of Crynant, Onllwyn and Seven Sisters is 5,127%. Based on this this figure, the equivalent of 3.5% of
the population of the ward attended the public events and 9.2% of the ward responded to the consultation.

Size of the population
5,000
4,000
3,000
2,000
1,000 180 471 119 326
R —— [ | —
Population of Number of people Number of Number of people ~ Number of people
Crynant, Onllwyn and who attended public completed feedback who were supportive who were opposed to
Seven Sisters Ward events forms of Hirfynydd Hirfynydd
1 Census 2021
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Conclusions and recommendations from the first informal consultation

18. Following the first round of public information days and early consultation, EDF Renewables UK produced a feedback report

which was shared with key stakeholders and made available publicly on its website2. The report outlined 14 conclusions and

recommendations. These are laid out below along with how EDF Renewables UK acted on each of the recommendations during

the second round of public consultation.

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FROM FIRST INTIAL INFORMAL CONSULTATION

Reference Conclusion
1. Overall, EDF Renewables UK felt
the PIDs were very worthwhile.

Attendees provided positive
feedback on how the events
were run.

2. The materials provided were
well received by attendees.

Attendees made suggestions
about having a project video or
presentation at future events.

3. Attendees particularly
appreciated the 3-dimensional
model of the proposed energy
park.

4. EDF Renewables UK is pleased
with the level of awareness for
Hirfynydd Renewable Energy
Park.

5. Residents have concerns about
the potential visual impact and
proximity of Hirfynydd
Renewable Energy Park.

Recommendation

Hold future events (informal
consultation early 2023 and
PAC in autumn 2023) at the
same venues and at similar
times of the day.

Maintain range and quality of
materials at future events.

Consider producing a project
video/presentation.

Maintain this element at
future events and make fly-
throughs available online at
the next consultation.

Continue engagement with
local communities and
stakeholders.

Consider location of turbines
and feedback any changes to
residents at future events.

Action taken at second informal consultation

The venues and timings were repeated.

More information is provided in the section
Public Information Days.

In addition to updated information boards and
handouts available at the public events and
online:

A 28-page information booklet was sent to
households

A new virtual online exhibition was created

Further maps, figures, a FAQ and factsheets
were available at the public events.

More information is provided in the section
Public Information Days.

The 3-dimensional model was updated and
brought to the public events.

EDF Renewables UK updated key stakeholders
and offered briefings between the first and
second consultations.

More information is provided in the section
Key stakeholders.

Updated turbine and solar PV layouts were
provided.

A fact sheet was produced about glint and
glare and shadow flicker. Copies were available
at the public events for people to take away.

2 https://www.edf-re.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Hirfynydd-Renewable-Energy-Park_PIDs-Report-FINAL.pdf
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CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FROM FIRST INTIAL INFORMAL CONSULTATION

Reference

10.

11.

12.

Conclusion

Residents have concerns about
the potential impact of
Hirfynydd Renewable Energy
Park on wildlife and
biodiversity.

Residents have concerns about
the potential impact of
Hirfynydd Renewable Energy

Park on archaeology in the area.

Residents have concerns about
the potential impact of
Hirfynydd Renewable Energy
Park on traffic and access.

Residents have concerns about
the potential impact of
Hirfynydd Renewable Energy
Park on PROWs.

Residents have concerns about
the potential impact of
Hirfynydd Renewable Energy
Park on noise.

Residents have concerns about
existing mine works.

Many concerns raised by
attendees are addressed in the
Scoping Report which outlines
EDF Renewables UK’s approach
to developing the project.

Recommendation

Report findings of assessments
at future events.

Report findings of assessments
at future events.

Report findings of assessments
at future events.

Report findings of assessments
at future events.

Report findings of assessments
at future events.

Report findings of assessments
at future events.

Produce a Frequently Asked
Questions (FAQs) based on the
issues raised providing
information from the Scoping
Report in relation to each
topic.

Action taken at second informal consultation

Updated information was available at events in
relation to habitats, peat depths and
watercourses.

Updated information was available at events in
relation to historic assets and experts on hand
during the consultation events to provide
further detail.

More information about the potential site
access and swept paths was provided.

More information about PROWSs was provided.

A fact sheet was produced about noise. Copies
were available at the public events for people
to take away.

More information about EDF Renewables UK'’s
discussions with Energy Build Ltd and The Coal
Authority were provided.

Reassurances provided in all materials that this
was a key consideration.

Cross sections of the area showing the
proximity of the former mine workings were
available to view at the public events.

Consultants Yellow Sub Geo attended the
events to respond to queries.

A FAQ was produced. Copies were available at
the public events for people to take away.

The Scoping Report was also available for
reference at the events, and is available online
at the PEDW website.

PAGE 9 OF 42



¢
~ 5 €DF

renewables |

Feedback Summary of Second Public Consultation
3" to 31 May 2023

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FROM FIRST INTIAL INFORMAL CONSULTATION

Reference

13.

14.

Conclusion

Understanding of shared
ownership is low.

Low attendance at events and
low rate of feedback from
younger people.

Recommendation

At future events provide
information about the
opportunities are for local
people, organisations, and
Neath Port Talbot Council.
Signpost local people to
further independent sources
of information such as
Community Energy Wales and
the Welsh Government’s
Energy Service.

EDF Renewables UK to engage
with more young people at
the next informal consultation
and throughout development
of the plans.

Action taken at second informal consultation

The Welsh Government local and shared
ownership guidance policy document was
available at the events for reference and staff
were able to answer questions on the different
types of shared ownership models that could
be considered.

EDF Renewables UK reached out to local
schools to offer a presentation.

All About Energy materials aimed at young
people were provided online and available in
print at the public information days.
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Key stakeholders

19. EDF Renewables UK has engaged with key stakeholders frequently since they were first briefed on the project in June 2022.

20. All key stakeholders were sent posters about the second informal consultation in the post and electronically and encouraged to
share these in the community and in their networks, and across their social media channels.

21. Local ward councillors Councillor Steve Hunt and Councillor Sian Harris were both offered briefing meetings in March 2023.

22. EDF Renewables UK attended a full council meeting of Seven Sisters Community Council on 3 April 2023. Members were
provided with an update on draft plans and information about the second informal consultation. The meeting was attended by
Councillor Steve Hunt and Councillor Sian Harris.

23. EDF Renewables UK attended a full council meeting of Crynant Community Council on 27t April 2023. Members were provided
with an update on draft plans and information about the second informal consultation.

24. In February 2023, Jeremy Miles MS asked EDF Renewables UK to provide a response to written questions which had been sent
to him by the Dulais Valley Action Group. EDF Renewables UK submitted a full written response and offered Jeremy Miles a
briefing meeting.

25. Christina Rees MP was offered a briefing meeting.

26. EDF Renewables UK also met Councillor Jeremy Hurley, Neath Port Talbot Council’s Cabinet Member for Climate Change and
Well-being, on 20t March 2023 at a roundtable dinner for EDF Renewables UK and DP Energy’s Gwynt Glas floating offshore
wind project, and on 26t April 2023 at the opening of EDF Renewables UK’s office in Cardiff.

27. EDF Renewables UK met Ross Evans, Public and Community Affairs Manager for CPRW at his request on 9th May 2023.

Supply chain

28. During the second informal consultation, EDF Renewables UK announced they were holding a supply chain event on 7th July
2023 at Blanco’s Hotel in Neath Port Talbot. The event is aimed at local businesses interested in opportunities with EDF
Renewables UK in relation to several projects it is developing within Neath Port Talbot, and its nearby Gwynt Glas floating
offshore project.

29. A fact sheet about supply chain opportunities, including information about the supply chain event, was available at the public

events.
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Publicity

What was different this time?

» Detailed 28-page information pack sent to households, including a Freepost feedback card
» More information available online via a new virtual exhibition

s All About Energy learning resources for young people

« Engagement with local schools

« Date in diary for local supply chain event

« Four week consultation period, extended from the previous three week consultation period

30.

31.

32.

33.

34,

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

The second round of public consultation was publicised in the following ways:
» Information pack to households
e Poster
o Pressrelease

o EDF Renewables UK website https://www.edf-re.uk/our-sites/hirfynydd/

All materials were produced bilingually with Welsh on one side and English on the other side, or as separate English and Welsh
documents. Welsh and English-speaking members of staff attended each of the PIDs.

An information pack was sent via Royal Mail to every household within a 2-3km radius of the site. This totalled 1,954 households.
The information pack was sent second class to arrive with households from 3@ May 2023 onwards. A map at Appendix A shows
the households that were sent the pack.

During the consultation it was brought to EDF Renewables UK’s attention that eight households had not received an information
pack. They were immediately sent a pack and their addresses were added to the mailing list in order to receive future
correspondence. A further household notified the team at an event that they had not received a pack because they are
registered with the Mailing Preference Service. Their address was added to EDF Renewables UK’s mailing list at their request.

The information pack contained an A5, 28 page, bilingual information leaflet (Appendix B) and an A5 Freepost feedback card
(Appendix C). The pack was printed on recycled paper and mailed in a clear, compostable mailing bag.

The information sent out was the same as the information boards displayed online and at the public events, so that people who
were unable to attend the public events had access to the same information as those who attended the events.

The information pack sent to households provided much more detailed information, compared with the postcard which was
sent out for the first round of consultation.

A poster was produced and printed in A4 on recycled paper (Appendix D). Key stakeholders were sent printed and electronic
copies of the poster on 28t April 2023 and were invited to display these locally and on social media.

The poster was shared on Facebook by Crynant Community Council3, Crynant Community Centre?, Seven Sisters Community
Hall> and Jeremy Miles MS®.

A press release (Appendix E) was distributed to the following media on 3rd May 2023:

3 https://www.facebook.com/CrynantCommunityCouncil

4 https://www.facebook.com/crynantcc

5> https://www.facebook.com/SevenSistersHall

6 https://www.facebook.com/JeremyMilesMSAS/
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40. The press release was published here:

BBC Cymru Fyw

BBC Radio Cymru

BBC Radio Wales

BBC Wales

Business Wales Insider
Capital FM Wales
Daily Post

ITV Wales

Nation Cymru

Nation Radio

South Wales Argus

South Wales Echo

South Wales Evening Post
South Wales Guardian
Swansea Bay Radio

The Guardian

The National

The Times

The Week

Wales Online

Industry press

“Public Consultation for Renewable Energy Park”, Insider Media Limited, 4th May 20237

“Second Round of Public Consultation Events for Hirfynydd Renewable Energy Park” businessnewswales.com, 10th

May 20238

41. The press release was also shared with the following key stakeholders:

Jeremy Miles, MS for Neath

Christina Rees, MP for Neath

Councillor Steve Hunt, Leader of Neath Port Talbot Council and Ward Member for Crynant, Onllwyn and Seven Sisters

Councillor Sian Harris, Ward Member for Crynant, Onllwyn and Seven Sisters

Crynant Community Council

Seven Sisters Community Council

Tom Giffard MS, Regional MS South Wales West Region
Altaf Hussain MS, Regional MS South Wales West Region
Sioned Williams MS, Regional MS South Wales West Region

Luke Fletcher MS, Regional MS South Wales West Region

42. The events were also promoted on EDF Renewables UK LinkedIn platform.

43. The website https://www.edf-re.uk/our-sites/hirfynydd/ was updated on 3 May 2023, providing information about the public

information days and a link to view the new virtual exhibition.

44. 3DW created a bilingual virtual exhibition? (Appendix F) which went live on 3 May 2023. The site hosted:

A splash page (identical to the poster)

Electronic versions of the ten information boards that were displayed at the public information days

7 https://www.insidermedia.com/news/wales/public-consultation-for-renewable-energy-park

8 https://businessnewswales.com/second-round-of-public-consultation-events-for-hirfynydd-renewable-energy-park/

% https://3dwebtech.co.uk/dashboard/edf-re/hirfynydd/exhibition/
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45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

e Young people’s All About Energy materials
e Press release
e Online feedback form

The project email address hirfynydd @edf-re.uk and telephone number 01639 500871 were included on all printed material and
the website.

During the period 37 May to 315t May 2023 the Hirfynydd Renewable Energy Park website was viewed 564 times across both
the English and Welsh versions of the site, with 298 unique users.

During the period 3 May to 31t May 2023 the Hirfynydd Renewable Energy Park virtual exhibition was viewed by 52 unique
users.

The feedback form asked where people had heard about the consultation so EDF Renewables UK could evaluate the
effectiveness and reach of these methods. The information booklet sent to households was the most common way people found
out about the events, followed by word of mouth and social media.

The online feedback form was available from 3 May until 315t May 2023. The link was placed within the virtual exhibition so
that people who were unable to attend the events in person could read the information on the virtual exhibition and then
complete the online form. Two people said that it was difficult to find the online feedback form, and in response EDF Renewables
UK put a second link to the form directly on the project webpage https://www.edf-re.uk/our-sites/hirfynydd/. No further queries
of this nature were received.

Materials for young people

50.

51.

In 2020 EDF Renewables UK developed a set of information booklets aimed at young people. The bilingual materials were aimed
at 8-11year olds, and 12 to 14 year olds as a resource for schools and children during the covid lockdown. These were developed
in liaison with local schools and distributed within the UK.

Prior to the second informal consultation, both sets of materials were updated. The materials were printed and taken to the
consultation events. The materials were also made available digitally on the online exhibition.
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Public Information Days (PIDs)

What was different this time?

s Updated turbine and PV layouts

s Updated information following further surveying

» More information about peat, mine workings and relationship with GCRE

s More maps and figures

» Consultants Yellow Sub Geo attending the events to respond to coal mining queries
« New factsheets for people to take away

» Reference documents available on Welsh Government policy and climate change.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

The PIDs were held in the same two locations as they were held during the first round. The events were held at:
e 15.00-19.00, Friday 12th May 2023 at Seven Sisters Community Hall
» 10.00 - 14.00, Saturday 13t May 2023 at Crynant Community Centre

Those timings and days of the week were chosen as they were thought to be convenient for the maximum amount of people,
offering the ability to drop into the events during an afternoon, evening or weekend. The feedback from the first informal
consultation did not highlight any issues with these timings, so they were repeated for the second informal consultation.

A map of the locations in relation to the project site location is at Appendix G.

The events were attended by a total of 180 people. Seventy people attended in Seven Sisters and one hundred and ten attended
in Crynant.

Attendance in Seven Sisters was exactly the same as the first round of PIDs. Attendance in Crynant went up 41%.

COMPARISON OF ATTENDANCE AT PIDs

Date Area Round 1 PIDs Round 2 PID Difference
attendance attendance
Friday 30 September 2022 Seven Sisters 70 70 0

Friday 12 May 2023

Saturday 1 October 2022 Crynant 78 110 +32 (41%)

Saturday 13 May 2023

TOTAL 148 180 32

Table 2 : Schedule of PIDs

57.

58.

Both events were attended by members of staff from EDF Renewables UK, Cadno, 3DW, Yellow Sub Geo and LUC who actively
engaged with attendees and answered questions.

On arrival, attendees were greeted at a welcome desk and were provided with a handout (which was a printed copy of the
information boards (Appendix H) displayed at the events and online), a feedback form (Appendix 1) and the layout of the
exhibition was explained. Attendees were encouraged to take a copy of the handout home, and to take additional copies for
friends and family members. The handout was a printed version of the information boards which were displayed at the events.
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59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

All printed materials were printed on recycled paper.
Four new factsheets (Appendix J) were produced for people to take away, covering key areas:
* FAQ
¢ Noise
e Glint & glare, and shadow flicker
o Supply chain

Attendees were encouraged to complete a feedback form while they were at the event and to place the completed form in one
of the two boxes provided. Clipboards and pens were provided for attendees.

Ten information boards were displayed on easels, arranged around the room. Images of how the information was displayed are
below at figures 1-4. The information boards were produced using recyclable material.

Large, printed copies of the following figures were available for attendees to view and discuss with members of the team:
« Site layout
e Solar PV layout
e Photographs of typical grid connection poles
o Cross-sections of mine workings
e Peatand watercourses
e Historic assets and Lidar
e Photographs of typical battery storage
» Habitats

3DW attended the events again with an updated virtual model of Hirfynydd Renewable Energy Park which enabled attendees
to see what Hirfynydd could look like from anywhere within 10km of the site. This had been extremely popular with attendees
at the first round of PIDs. Again, people congregated around this area more than any other. As during the first informal
consultation, the virtual model was rated in feedback as the most useful element of the exhibition.

As before, refreshments were provided at both events, and tables and chairs were set up for attendees to sit down. In addition,
this time colouring in-sheets and colouring pencils were provided on tables for children.

During the first PIDs, observations were that having viewed the information boards, people visiting the exhibition then stayed a
significant length of time to have a cup of tea or coffee, complete the feedback form and speak to other attendees. This was
reflected in feedback with 40 people stating they found the opportunity to meet local people from their community one of the
most useful elements of the event. However during the second consultation only 10 people stated they found the opportunity
to meet others in the community one of the most useful elements of the event.

EDF Renewables UK is grateful to the communities for welcoming the PIDs and for engaging in discussions about the proposal.

The images below show the layout of the exhibitions:
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Figure 1 : Information boards at Seven Sisters Community Hall ~ Figure 2 : Information boards at Seven Sisters Community Hall

Figure 3 : Information boards at Crynant Community Centre Figure 4 : Welcome desk at Crynant Community Centre
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Feedback

What was different this time?

» Freepost feedback card in information pack distributed to 1,954 households
« Additional question seeking views on shared ownership
» More feedback received

o Lower support for renewable energy

Methodology

69. The Freepost feedback card in the information pack was sent to 1,954 households. Two hundred and sixty-eight of these were
returned.

70. The amended question on shared ownership stated: ‘EDF Renewables UK plans to offer up to 10% local ownership in the project.
Are you supportive of this?’ with options to respond by ticking the ‘yes’, ‘no” or ‘unsure’ boxes.

71. The feedback form that was available online and at events was designed to obtain views under six main headings:
s The project
s Climate change
e Local ownership
s Community Benefit Fund
s The public information days
s About the respondent

72. Asection was included at the end where respondents could provide their contact information if they wish to be kept up to date
about the project.

73. The printed feedback form and online feedback form were identical, apart from the section about the public information days.
The printed feedback form asked how useful the person found the information at the public events. The online form asked how
useful the person found the virtual exhibition.

74. Atotal of 471 feedback forms were completed.
e Two hundred and sixty-eight Freepost feedback cards were received.
s One hundred and twenty-six forms were completed in person at the PIDs.
» Seventy-seven forms were completed online.

75. Five feedback forms were completed in Welsh.

NUMBER OF FEEDBACK FORMS

Round 1: Sept/Oct 2022 Round 2: May 2023 Change from round 1 to round 2
Freepost feedback card n/a 268 +268
Events 98 126 +28
Online 35 77 +42
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Total 133 471 +338

Multiple returns

76. Having multiple feedback forms to provide residents with convenient options to provide feedback from home using the Freepost
feedback card, online using the online form, or at events, means that people had the opportunity to respond more than once.
It is difficult to identify or prevent multiple returns from the same people. Where the same IP address was identified online, the
returns were examined.

Late returns

77. Eight Freepost feedback forms were received after the deadline and were not able to be included in this analysis but feedback
will be considered by the Hirfynydd team

Emails and calls

78. Eight enquiries were received from members of the public via email.

79. Two emails were received from organisations: CPRW and The Woodland Trust.

80. No phone calls were received.

Results

81. This section presents the findings from the feedback, with the main themes discussed in detail in the Key themes section.

82. The qualitative information presented here refers to written comments provided in the feedback forms. The issues raised within
the feedback forms were also discussed verbally with event staff.

Support for Hirfynydd Renewable Energy Park

83. The proportion of people expressing support for Hirfynydd has decreased since the initial informal consultation. In response to
the question ‘Do you support the Hirfynydd Renewable Energy Park Proposal?’ 25.3% of respondents stated they were
supportive, 69.2% stated they were not supportive, and 5.5% were unsure whether they supported the proposal.

84. This is compared with the first round: In response to the question ‘Do you support the Hirfynydd Renewable Energy Park
Proposal?’ - 43.6% of respondents stated they were supportive, 34.6% stated they were not supportive, and 21.8% were unsure
whether they supported the proposal.

ARE YOU SUPPORTIVE OF THE HIRFYNYDD RENEWABLE ENERGY PARK PROPOSAL?

Round 1: Sept/Oct 2022 Round 2: May 2023 Change in proportion of responses
from round 1 to round 2

Yes 43.6% (58) 25.3% (119) -18.3%
No 34.6% (46) 69.2% (326) +34.6%
Unsure/did not answer 21.8% (29) 5.5% (26) -16.3%
Total 133 471 +254% (338)

Table 3 : 'Are you supportive of Hirfynydd Renewable Energy Park?'

85. It's worth noting that absolute numbers of people expressing support for Hirfynydd have increased, from 58 to 119.
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Climate change

86. At the second informal consultation, a smaller percentage of respondents agreed with the statement, “I recognise that there is
a climate emergency that needs addressing.” 61% agreed, down from 86% of respondents in the first consultation. 39% either
disagreed or were unsure on this statement.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement:
“I recognise that there is a climate emergency that needs
addressing"?

Unsure/Did not
answer, 34, 17%

Disagree, 45, 22%
Agree, 123, 61%

= Agree = Disagree = Unsure/Did not answer

87. A smaller proportion of respondents expressed support for onshore wind this time compared to the first round of consultation.
This time, 26% of respondents stated they support the development of onshore wind farms and 63% stated they did not support
the development of onshore wind farms. During the first round of consultation, 58% were supportive and 25% were not
supportive.

88. Thisis a significantly lower proportion of support for onshore wind than was shown in the Renewable UK Topical Poll conducted
by Survation on behalf of RenewableUK (September 2022) which found 84% of Neath residents support onshore wind as energy
generation10,

10 https://www.survation.com/polling-in-every-constituency-in-britain-shows-strong-support-for-building-wind-farms-to-drive-
down-consumer-bills/renewableuk-mrp-constituency-topline/
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Do you support the development of onshore wind farms?

Unsure/did not
answer, 22, 11%

Yes, 53, 26%

No, 128, 63%

mYes mNo = Unsure/did not answer

Proportionate support for solar has also fallen. During the second informal consultation, 34% of respondents stated they support

89.
the development of solar farms. At the first round of consultation 64% were supportive of solar.

This is a significantly lower proportion than was found in the Renewable UK Topical Poll conducted by Survation on behalf of
RenewableUK (September 2022) which found 91% of people in Neath support solar power as energy generation!.

90.
Do you support the development of solar farms?

Unsure/did not
answer, 44, 22%

Yes, 70, 34%

\

No, 89, 44%

mYes mNo = Unsure/did not answer

11 https://www.survation.com/polling-in-every-constituency-in-britain-shows-strong-support-for-building-wind-farms-
to-drive-down-consumer-bills/renewableuk-mrp-constituency-topline/
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Local ownership

91. The feedback form asked respondents, “EDF Renewables UK plans to offer up to 10% local ownership in the project. Are you
supportive of this?” This was a new question and was not asked during the first round. The majority of respondents were not
supportive (53%). 24% were supportive and 23% were either unsure or did not answer the question.

92. This was a new question and was not asked during the first round. However during the first round, respondents were asked an
open question, “‘What do you think of local ownership?’ The majority of responses were neutral or unsure.

EDF Renewables UK plans to offer up to 10% local ownership
in the project. Are you supportive of this?

Unsure/did not
answer, 107, 23%

Yes, 112, 24%

No, 252, 53%

mYes mNo = Unsure/did not answer

93. One hundred and twenty-one comments were received in response to the follow up question, “What do you think about local
ownership?” The majority of the comments were negative, with allegations that the offer of shared ownership is a bribe or a lie
being the most commonly stated assertion (raised 26 times).

94. Thirteen generally negative comments were received, another thirteen comments stated the share amount of 10% isn’t high
enough. Other issues referenced cheaper electricity for local people as an objective, and that local people can’t afford to invest.

95. Twenty positive comments were received, stating it is a good idea for the community.

96. Sixteen people stated that they don’t know enough about shared ownership. This could account for the large proportion of
people who are unsure about whether it’s a good idea (87 individuals) or didn’t answer the question (20 individuals). Four people
commented that they asked for more information about shared ownership at the PIDs and felt they didn’t receive a clear answer.

97. The following comments are illustrative of the feedback on shared ownership:
“Why do | want to buy into it? We should be given shares for free for being so close.”

“I think it is a great idea and i would like to know more about how we can access this information about it.”

Community Benefit Fund
98. Two feedback questions were asked in relation to the community benefit fund:

» EDF Renewables UK will be offering a community benefit fund which could amount to £270,000 per year for the
lifetime of the project. (£5,000 per MW for wind, and £400 per MW for solar). Do you think this is a good idea?

» Do you have any suggestions how the fund should be spent?

99. Proportionate support for the community benefit fund has decreased since the first round of consultation. During the second
consultation, 29% of respondents thought the community benefit fund was a good idea, this has fallen from 63% during round
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one. 49% thought it was not a good idea, an increase from 18% during the first consultation. 22% were unsure or did not answer

to question.

EDF RENEWABLES UK WILL BE OFFERING A COMMUNITY BENEFIT FUND WHICH COULD AMOUNT TO £270,000 PER YEAR FOR
THE LIFETIME OF THE PROJECT. (£5,000 PER MW FOR WIND, AND £400 PER MW FOR SOLAR). DO YOU THINK THIS IS A GOOD

IDEA?
Round 1: Sept/Oct 2022 Round 2: May 2023 Change from round 1 to round 2
Yes 63% 29% -34%
No 18% 49% +31%
Unsure/did not answer 19% 22% +3%
100. In response to the question, ‘Do you have any suggestions how the fund should be spent?’ 123 comments were received.

101.

102.

103.

104.

Responses mainly reiterated negative views towards the project, rather than practical suggestions for how the fund should be
spent. There were 38 comments which were generally critical and opposed to the project, with a common theme being that the
fund won’t compensate the community for the impact of the project. A further 18 people stated they felt the fund was a bribe
and six felt that the fund is not large enough.

A strong theme was that the benefit should be for all members of the community. Several people stated concerns that if the
fund is allocated to organisations, not all individuals in community will benefit. Some suggested dividing the fund between each
person in the community. As during the first consultation, many people stated they would want the fund to be used to reduce
energy bills for residents. This was raised 22 times.

How the fund is administered was mentioned 14 times. It was felt that the fund should benefit local projects in Crynant and
Seven Sisters only, and its allocation should be decided by local people through a vote or committee.

Twenty-two practical suggestions for how the fund should be spent were received. Suggestions focused on community projects,
for example extending the forest walks project, improving the community centres, parks and sports facilities. Schools, education,
sport, installing solar on roofs, making local buildings more energy efficient, rugby clubs, children’s groups, and support for the
Dulais Valley Silver Band.

The following comments are illustrative of feedback received:
“No money could bring back our mountain.”
“Community projects are nice but don't help everyone. Every resident should be given discounted bills.”
“Local projects only. Not to be distributed around the County Borough.”

“Community projects - extend forest walks project developing/facilities for sport. Better
understanding/education at local centre of the benefits of renewable energy.”
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About the Public Information Days

105. The feedback form distributed at the public events asked, ‘How useful did you find the information at the public events?’ The
online form asked a parallel question, ‘How useful did you find the information on the virtual exhibition?’

106. 52% of respondents found the information at the public events quite useful or very useful. 30% found it not very useful or not
at all useful. 10% were neutral.

107. Feedback about the information on the virtual exhibition was more mixed, with 30% of respondents finding the information
quite useful or very useful. 27% found the information not very useful or not at all useful. 26% were neutral.

How useful did you find the information at How useful did you find the information on
the public events? the virtual exhibition?
50 25 20
40 20
30 15

20
10

10

Neutral [l &

Neutral N

Not at all
useful
useful

o
Very useful - &

Not at all

Quite useful _ &
ouw

very useful [l 2

quite useful || NI >

Not very useful [N >
|_[gn

Didn't answer ] «©
Didn't answer il ©

Not very useful [ I =
-~

108. The feedback form provided at the events asked, ‘What did you find to be the most useful elements of the event?’ The 3-
dimensional interactive model provided by 3DW was the most popular element, as was the case during the first consultation.

What did you find to be the most useful elements of the event?
(Tick all that apply)
70
60
50

58

>0 49 48
40
30
50 17

10

, N ]
0

3-dimensional  The opportunity to Other reference The opportunity to Information The opportunity to
interactive provide feedback materials speak to the booklets meet others in the
computer model project team community

109. The feedback form further asked, ‘Do you have any thoughts on how we could improve the way that the information is
presented?’ Forty-one comments were received criticising the information provided, stating the information provided was

dishonest, that there was a lack of information and answers to questions, and that not much information was different from the
first round of consultation.

110. Two people provided positive comments that the information was detailed and the maps were helpful. Two people asked why
the information boards are not recyclable. (NB: The information boards are recyclable and are reused at other events. When no
longer needed they are returned to the printer and recycled).
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111. The online feedback form asked, ‘What did you find to be the most useful elements [of the virtual exhibition]?’ 48% stated the
opportunity to provide feedback as the most useful element, followed by the information boards (19%).

112. The online feedback form also asked how the information can be improved. Twenty-eight comments were received, again citing
dishonest information and a lack of answers to questions.
About respondents

113. The majority of respondents were in the 65+ age category, and 60.9% of respondents were aged 50 or over. Only 2.5% of
respondents were aged below 20 years of age. This is a similar demographic to the first consultation, where 66% of respondents
were aged 50 or over and 3% were aged below 20.

Please tell us how old you are

180
., 160
2 140
8 120
wv
2 100
Y
S 80
2 60
E 40 19
zZ 5 12
0 [ ]

Under 20 20-35 35-50 50-65 Did not answer
Age category

114.95.6% are believed to live in the area. The feedback form at the events and online asked people if they live or work locally. It’s
assumed that the Freepost feedback cards were all returned by local residents having received them to their household.

Which best describes you?

500
450
400
350
300
250
200
150
100

50 3 8 8

452

| live in the area | work in the area Other Did not answer

115. Sixteen people stated they were responding on behalf of an organisation, namely Crynant Cattery, savegaerwen.org, PHC Stop
Digging Projects, LKAB Minerals Ltd, Crynant Holiday Cottages and ‘Castell-nedd Port Talbot’.

116. The information booklet sent to households was the most common way people heard about the consultation, followed by word
of mouth and social media. This was a similar result to the first round of consultation where the postcard sent to households
was the most common way people had heard about the consultation. During the first round the second most common way
people had heard about the consultation was via social media, followed by word of mouth.
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How did you hear about the consultation? (please tick all that

apply)
100
80
68 66
60
40
27
20
0 I [ -
Information  Word of mouth  Social media Did not answer Poster Other Newspaper

booklet

117. Of the six people who stated they had heard about the consultation via another way, three did not say where they had heard.
Two people had heard about the consultation from a local councillor, and one had heard about it from the flyer for EDF
Renewables UK’s supply chain event, as distributed by Marine Energy Wales.

118. Eighty-eight people provided an email address and three people provided a postal address in order to receive updates on the
project.
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Key themes

119. This section analyses the key themes raised in the feedback form, organised by the frequency with which they were mentioned.

KEY THEMES RAISED, RANKED IN ORDER OF FREQUENCY MENTIONED

Round 1: Sept/Oct 2022

Round 2: May 2023

Visual impact and proximity to homes Visual impact, noise and impact on health

Environment and climate change

Wildlife and biodiversity

Community Benefit Fund

Archaeology

Traffic and access

Public Rights of Way (PROWSs)

Noise

Local energy bills

Local economy

Mining

Energy security

Other issues

Wildlife and biodiversity

Preference for other forms of renewable energy

Community benefits

Traffic & access

Environment and climate change

House prices

Archaeology

Mining

Distrust

Other issues

Visual impact, noise and impact on health

120. As during the first informal consultation, visual impact, noise and impact on health were the most common issues raised and
these issues are grouped here as they are commonly linked by respondents. The potential visual impact was mentioned by 173
respondents. Comments focused on a feeling that the wind turbines in particular will “destroy the village” and “blight the
community”. There was a sense that the area has “done its time” as an energy provider and should not be developed. The
location of Turbine 1 was mentioned three times as being of particular concern.

121. Within the responses, concerns about shadow flicker were mentioned 23 times. Concern of intrusive light from the turbines at
nighttime was mentioned eight times.

122. Concern about noise arising from the construction and operation was raised by 61 people.

123. Health and safety was mentioned by 28 people. Health was mentioned as a general term without elaborating on what their
specific health concern is. Some specified the battery could pose a risk to health from fire. Five people explicitly mentioned that
the project could negatively impact autistic people by the introduction of noise, shadow flicker and changes to the environment.

124. During the first consultation, proximity to homes was a strong theme. This didn’t feature as much during the second round,
instead the focus was on visual, noise, health and shadow flicker.
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Wildlife and biodiversity

125. Concerns about the potential impact on wildlife, biodiversity and ecology were mentioned 120 times. Comments typically
related to wildlife, watercourses, flooding peat and CO2 and preference for other forms of renewable energy.

Preference for other forms of renewable energy

126. Respondents advocated for other forms of renewable energy 62 times, stating tidal, offshore or solar on roofs of buildings would
be preferable.

Community benefits

127. Forty-five people mentioned community benefits, including the community benefit fund. The majority of those who commented
stated their belief that ‘there are no benefits at all to the local community’ and concern that the fund would not benefit
individuals.

128. The local economy was mentioned 14 times. Whilst a few people mentioned potential job opportunities and green investment
in a positive way, there was cynicism about claims of job creation, believing that there will be few jobs, that any jobs will be
short term, and that the project would lead to the loss of mining jobs. (NB: The Hirfynydd Renewables Energy Park will not
impact on any existing mining jobs. The existing Aberpergwm coal mine can continue operations should the Hirfynydd proposal
be consented and become operational. This fact was stated clearly on the information boards, in the information leaflet, online,
in the FAQs, and communicated verbally to attendees at the PIDs).

129. Twenty-six people stated they felt a benefit should be for local people to receive free or lower cost electricity. This reflected a
general sense that community benefits should be granted on an individual basis, not given to community groups, which benefit
sections within the community.

130. The following comments are illustrative of feedback received on the Community Benefit Fund:
“Very small community fund but vast profit for EDF.”

“A benefit to every household - i.e. - money of electric bills. Community funds are good but don't benefit
everyone.”

Traffic and access
131. Forty-two comments focused on concerns about potential disruption, increased traffic and pollution caused by transport.

132. During the exhibition a map clearly showing the access route was on display and to highlight that construction traffic would not
be travelling through the villages.

Environment and climate change

133. Forty-one responses agreed with the need to address climate change and were supportive of the project’s aim to provide
renewable energy and

134. The following comments are illustrative of feedback received on environment and climate change:

“Clean green energy is much better than the coal mines of the past. | do not think we should rely on other
countries for our energy.”

“Need cleaner energy.”
House prices

135. Concern about potential reduction of house prices was mentioned 37 times.

136. The following comments are illustrative of feedback received on house prices:

“Depreciation of nearby house prices, despite what supposedly surveys in other locations have shown.”

PAGE 28 OF 42



Feedback Summary of Second Public Consultation

[
: :EDF 3" to 31 May 2023

renewables | |

“Are you going to subsidise the lost value in my home?”

Archaeology
137. Concern about potential impacts on existing archaeological sites was mentioned 32 times.

138. The following comments are illustrative of the feedback on archaeology:

“The proposed area not only holds natural beauty, but contains a number of historical land marks. It would
be unusual to place such huge constructions near areas of historical significance in most scenarios where
there are other areas in which conservation efforts could take place.”

“Small amendment on solar panels to avoid the Cairns at the top end of the green fields.”
Mining
139. Concerns about that developing on the site could affect old mining infrastructure was raised 25 times. Comments focused on
concerns that developing the area would disturb the area, cause collapse due to old mine shafts, impact on watercourses and
cause flooding. The previous application and reasons for its refusal were queried several times. (NB: An information board —

included in the information booklet sent to households — dealt with this issue directly. Consultant experts from Yellow Sub Geo
— contracted to advise on these issues — were also present at the PIDs to answer questions from attendees).

Distrust

140. Distrust was raised 15 times as well as people stating the planning consent is a “done deal” and the project is going ahead,
regardless. It was highlighted that EDF Renewables are still developing the project and things are still being worked on currently
which is why the team does not have all the answers and that the community are involved at this early stage in order to influence
these plans where applicable.

Other

141. Public Rights of Ways (PROWSs) had been mentioned 22 times at the first consultation. During the second consultation, PROWs
was only mentioned by eight people. The feedback stated that the area is used by walkers and horse riders currently and
expressed concern that they may be prevented from using the area if Hirfynydd is developed.

142. Nine people stated concerns that Hirfynydd may negatively impact on tourism to the area. (NB: A research paper looking at the
impact of wind farms on tourism was available for reference at the PIDs).

143. How Hirfynydd will connect to the National Grid was raised by eight people, querying lack of detail about the proposed grid
connection and citing the overloaded grid network as a concern.

144. Energy security was raised five times. This is less that the first consultation, which was held when the global energy crisis was
high profile in the news.
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Appendices

Appendix A: Consultation zone

Hifynydd Renewable Energy Park Pubile Exhibition
for EDF Renewaies

Residential Properties within 6km of the Turbine
Layout

@ Indicative turbine location

[ site bouneary
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.«;" tom o1 Resigential properties consuttation zons
Resigential propersy

Theoretical Visibility - Tip (200m)

[ 1- 2 Tubines visitie
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renewablas

PAGE 30 OF 42



Feedback Summary of Second Public Consultation
3" to 31 May 2023

¢
~ 5 €DF

renewables

Appendix B: Information leaflet

Hirfynydd Renewable Energy Park
Second round of public consultation

Accelerating a net zero futtiye
where dean enargy powers our Iiv

Hirfynydd Renewable Energy Park

Public Information Days

Gome along to one of the drop-in public
information days to:
+ meet the team and ask questions
» share your views and suggestions
+ learn mote about local benefits
+ view interactive 3D <omputerised models of
the energy pa

We encourge you to come along to meet others in the
<communiity and have a cup of tea and a chat. We will akso have
materials for chikiren so please bring along the young people:
your lives — their opinions matter too.

3pm - 7pm, Friday, 12 May

Seven Sisters Community Hall, SA10 9BA

10am - 2pm, Saturday, 13 May
Crynant Community Centre, SA10 8RF

Onshore wind and solar are amengst the cheapest forms
of low carbon large scale electricity generation in the UK,
helping to tackle climate change and secure energy suppl

Renawabla Energy
Gyt Park site.

www.edf-re.uk/our-sites/hirfynydd
hirfynydd@edf-re.uk

01639 500871

Climate change, policy and planning

EDF Renewables UK's goal is to combat climate change and take us closerto a net zero future
where clean energy powers our lives. We also need to secure our energy supplies, and thk can
only be done by increasing the amount of homegrown renewable energy generated in the UK

The Welsh and LIK Governments have legislation and policy in
place to support developments such as Hirfynydd. Wales is not
generating enough renewable electricty. In 2021, just 5% of

Wales” electricity consumption came from renewable sources™.

The Welsh Government's targets are:

« forWales o be generating 70% of its electricty
<onsumption from renawables by 2020 (and reach
100% by 2035%*)

* to reach net zero by 2050

“Enargy Generation in Wals 2021, Welsh Goverm ent
onsultation curmently being hokd on new target

Planning

Hifynydd Renewable Energy Parkisa Development of National
Significance-(DHS) and will be subject to policies set out in
Future Wales — the National Plan 2040.

Planning and Environment Decisions Wakes (FEDW/) is the
division in WekhGovernment that manages this kind of
application. An independent planning inspectorwill examine
the planning application and provide a recommendation fo the
Welsh Government Ministers, who take a final decision

Neath Fort Talbot County Borough Counxil & a

statutory consultee.

You can find out more information about the planning
processon the PEDW website:
www.gov.wales/planning-and-environment decisions wales

Onshore wind and solar are nowr among the cheapest
forms of new, large scale electricity generation in the LI

Second round of public consultation

EDF Renewables UK i pro posing to develop a renewable energy park at Hirfynydd, near to Crynant and Seven Sisters.

The proposal includes:
* uptoseven turbines, solar B & battery storage, with a
potential capacity of 100K
+ a community benefit fund
+ local ownership

The first round of consultation took place last autumn, and
since then we have been reflecting on the feedback receive

conducting more surveys amd assessments on site, and refi

our plans.

We now have more information
to share with you.

The consultation runs from
3 May until 31 May.

You can provide your feedback to s
ina number ofways
- complete and return the freepost card -
1o need fora stamp
fill in the online feedback form
come along to one of our events
callus
email us

Further studies and site assessments undertaken since the last public exhibition have informed the
site layout with minor changes to turbine locations and the solar PV development area

up to 7 turbines maximum blade
tip height of 200m

BB asohrarray

BB battery storage
installed capacity around 100N

grezn electricity for 37,500
houssholds annually*

nent(up to SOLRY

05T soka) ute
bl 2ne rgy and dearbonisation
ks as follows:

tal electricity output of 148,482
watt Hours

Key
= hecesstracs

[ steteunany

Indicativeurbing
location

SolarPV.
development srea

o

Environmental Impact Assessment

The Environmental Impact Assessment {EIA)} incluckes
assessments of the potential impacts that the proposal
might have on:
+ people living nearby
the landscape and peopkes enjoyment of the area
cology and ornithology - plants that grow in the area and
birds and other species that live there or pass through
hydrology, geology and peat - water sources on site,
peat deposits and the impact of coal mining
cultural heritage - archaeological remains
and historic features

The results of all the surveys and assessments undertaken

as part of the EIA will be presented publicly in a Draft
Environmental Statement (ES) at the statutory pre-application
consultation. The Draft ES will indude the measures we will
take to avoid or mitigate impadts.

The overall objective i to design a scheme that has the least
effect on people living locally and on the environment, whilst
optimising the renewable energy generation of thesite.

The turbines will be lo<ated to the east of the site, furthest
away from where people live. Careful designwill ensure that
the solar fam and other infrastructure wil be screened as much
as possible.

Extensive ecology and ornithology monitoring is undertaken of
species and habitats in and around the site.

Aadimensional model of the site shows what the
energy park might look like from different locations s
available 10 view at the public exhibitions. vierpoints.

“The chaflenges of the dimate emergency
demand urgent action on carbon emissions and
the planning system must help Wales fead the
way in promoting and delivering a competitive,
sustainable decarbonised socfety”.

Future Wales - the National Plan 2040
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Transport and access

‘Casteb.nead Fon
Tatbat - Neath

Port Taibot.

No turbine delivery traffic
will travel through Crynant
ot Seven Sisters, and there is
no impact on the Sarn Helen
Roman Road.

The turbines will be
transported from Swansea
Poit 1o the south of
along the Ad109.

How the electricity will be used — grid connection

Electricity generated at power stations is typically connected to the grid network to take the electricity to

where it & needed — homes, businesses, industry and public b

For Hirfymydd we are assessing
o grid connection optiors:

+ we have secured a grid connection into
the Swansea Northsubstation
we are also delighted to be in discussions with the Global
Centre for Rail Excellence (GCRE) to directly provide the
electricity to them to deliver their net zero ambition.
Located at the Nant Helensurface mine and Onliwyn coal
washery at the head of the Dulaisand Tavve valleys GERE
will become a leading rail innovation centre. providing
world class research, testing and certification of olling
stock, infrastructure and innovative new rail technologies

In both ases, the cables connecting the renewable energy park
will be underground to the onsite substation. The connection
from the onsite substation to Swansea North or GCRE will
involve either underground cables, an overhead line on wooden
poles, or a combination of the tuo.

Ecology and ornithology

Global Centre for
Ral Excelerce

Gnant @y

site

Swansea North
Substation

Survey work for habitats was completed in summer 2022, and those for water vole, newts,
and bats have been comp leted during the active seasons for each respective species.

Bird survey work completed at the end of March 2023, and
includes two breeding seasons and turo winter seasons. All
survey reports will be completed by mid-2022 in readiness for
the Ecological and Grnithological chapters of the Environmental
Statement. The results of the surveys have fed into our site.
designs

cultural heritage

The earliest evidence of human activity at Hirfynydd dates from
the Bronze Age (2200 o 700 BCE). Coed Ddu ring cairn and
Onllwyn cairnare bocated here. The Romans built Sarn Helen
Road along what is now the eastern edge of the ite. More
recent historic assets dating from the Iiddle Ages and early
industrialisation are also found here.

To understand these assets, archaeologists use techniques
such as aerial photography, LIDAR data (Light Detec
Fanging), historic maps, and results from walk over surveys.
Geophysical survey, trenching and excavation may also be
undertaken.

The project s being designed in consultation with Cadw; the
Welsh Government's historic environment service, and the local
archaeological trust.

ran kol

Hydrology - peat and watercourses
A cetailed assessment of the watercourses and peat on site will be presented in the Environmental §

The site is located on the Hirfynydd Ridge which formss the
watershed between the catchments of the Rivers Neath and
Dulas.

Wost of the site s open grassland used for grazing, withsome
sections of peat and bogland. The west is mainly clay with a
shallow layer of soil, whereas 2 band of peat runs through the
centreof the site, north to south.

Where possitrle, construction on peat will be avoided, but
where excavation i required, the peat will be re-used on site to
ceate new habitats ebewhere orto add to existing degraded
peat deposits. Appropriate design (ie. maintaining existing
hydrological pathways) and construction techniques will avoid

igation and restoration measures o the

plemented through a Peat Management
Han{PMP) in consultation with Natural Resources Walesand the
Local Authority. This willensure that the renewable energy park
will deliver biodwersity enhancement that will create long-term
benefits to the habitat.

Peatlands support a variety of habitats and species.
They capture and store carbon, requlate greenho use
gases, maintain biodiversity and regulate water.

Geology and local mine workings

The area has asignificant history of mining going back centuries,
and there is a working mine near to site at Aberpergwm.

Hirfynydd Renewable Energy Faricwill be designed to
co-exist with this active mine. and EDF Renewables LIK s in
discussions with Energy Euild Ltd and The Coal Authority to
identify and mitigate any risks. It s important to note that
Aberpergwm mine is around 500m below ground level where
the turbines are proposed

A Coal Mining Risk and Subsidence Risk Assessment i being

histori mine workings in the area_

Community

EDF Renewables UK is committed to delivering local benefits and working in partnership with communities,
Hirfynydd Renewable Energy Park coukd deliver:

Community Benefit Fund based on:
CGase stucy

PorthWen i an EDF Renewables 11K solar farmon
Anglesey where over 60% of the workforce during the
enabling and civils works have been local. To achieve
this, we held a supply chain breakfast and a careers fair
in partnership with the local authority, business groups,
Careers Wales, the Department for Work and Pensions,
and Ambition Horth ales.

What's more, once complete, the 4. 9MW, 190 acre site,
@n continue to be used for sheep grazing, and a mike long
wildiife comidor. hedgerow, wildflower and woodland
planting will help us teach our biodiversity niet gain target.

* £5,000/M wind
* £A00/MVY Solar
+ overall - up to £270,000 every year
for the lifetime of the project
Local/shared ownership
* up 10 10% of the project
Local businesses

« contracts and opportunities for local suppliers

A

Hirfynydd Renewable Energy Park will benefit the wider
Wales and LK community by providing clean, green
electricity that can help secure our energy supplies and
overtime bring down <osts to the consumer.
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Next steps )

202 2024 The consultation runs from

- . . 3 May to 31 May.
Continue to engage with the local community = Anindependent inspector examines

+ Draft the Environmental Statement the application For further information

Statutory pre-application consultation H ;’r‘:'fe";'.‘;";ﬂ; W'.Ii.:ﬂ-k:ﬁlea:.‘.’::"o(.”.m..., 3 and to provide feedbadk:
ekl A hirfynydd@edf-re uk
Recommendations are made to the Welsh rwv.edi-re tes/hirfynydd
Government Minister who takes the final decision badoha At our-sites/hirryny dd

01639 500871

Submit the planning application

¥,
S EDF

reniewahles
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Appendix C: Freepost feedback card

2]

Freepost Plus RUEJ-JRCZ-JKTX
Cadno Communications

c¢c/o The Creative Quarter
Morgan Arcade

Cardiff

CF10 1AF

Defnyddiwch y slip ymateb rhadbost hwn i anfon eich adborth atom. Gallwch

E ICh y m ate b ddefnyddio’r cyfeiriad rhadbost i anfon llythyr atom hefyd — does dim angen stamp.
Y Please use this freepost response slip to send us your feedback. You can use the
O u r res pon se freepost address to send us a letter, too — no need for a stamp.
Dywedwch wrthym faint yw eich oed: []©dan20 []20-35 []35-50 [] 5065 []6e5+
Please tell us how old you are Under 20

A ydych yn cefnogi datblygiad prosiectau ynni [] Ydw []NacYdw  [7] Ansier
adnewyddadwy yng Nghastell-nedd Port Talbot? Yes No Unsure
Do you support the development of renewable

energy projects in Neath Port Talbot?

A ydych yn cefnogi cynnig Parc Ynni Adnewyddadwy Hirfynydd? [] Ydw [ NacYdw  [] Ansicr
Are you supportive of the Hirfynydd Renewable Energy Park proposal? Yes No Unsure

Bydd EDF Renewables UK yn cynnig cyfle i gymunedau lleol fuddsoddi D Ydw D Nac Ydw D Ansicr
hyd at 10% yn y prosiect. Ydych chi’n meddwl bod hyn yn syniad da? fes No Unsure
EDF Renewables UK will offer local communities the opportunity to

invest up to 10% in the project. Do you think this is a good idea?

Sylwadau Ychwanegol
Additional Comments

|
[ J

Neu, llenwch ffurflen adborth ar-lein:-— hirfynydd@edf-re.uk t < EeDF

O, complete a feedhack form online;. www.edt-re.uldour-sitesfhirfynydd . renewables
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Appendix D: Poster

Accelerating a

net zero future
where clean energy
powers our lives

Hirfynydd
Renewable Energy Park

Second round of public
consultation

EDF Renewables UK is proposing to develop a
renewable energy park at Hirfynydd, near to
Crynant and Seven Sisters.

The proposal includes:
up to seven turbines, solar PV &
battery storage
installed capacity of around 100 MW
community benefit fund
local ownership

Come along to one of the drop-in public
information days to meet the team and find
out more.

Dates / Dyddiadau

Cyflymu dyfodol
sero net lle mae
ynni glan yn pweru
ein bywydau

Parc Ynni Adnewyddadwy
Hirfynydd

Ail rownd o ymgynghori
cyhoeddus

Mae EDF Renewables UK yn cynnig datblygu
parc ynni adnewyddadwy yn Hirfynydd,
ger Creunant a Blaendulais.

Mae'r cynnig yn cynnwys:

¢ hyd at saith tyrbin, PV solar a
storfa batris
capasiti posibl o tua 100 MW
cronfa budd cymunedol
perchnogaeth leol

Dewch i un o'r diwrnodau gwybodaeth
cyhoeddus galw heibio i gwrdd a'r tim a
darganfod mwy.

Seven Sisters Community Hall, Seven Sisters SA10 9BA

3pm — 7pm, Friday / Dydd Gwener 12.05.23

Crynant Community Centre, Woodland Road, Crynant SA10 8RF

10am - 2pm, Saturday Dydd Sadwrn 13.05.23

For further information and to provide feedback:

Am wybodaeth bellach ac i roi adborth:
hirfynydd@edf-re.uk
www.edf-re.uk/our-sites/hirfynydd
01639 500871

Cnshore wind and solar are amongst the cheapest
forms of low carbon large scale electricity
generation in the UK, helping to tackle climate
change and secure energy supplies.

»

Crynant £
Creunant

Mae ynni gwynt ar y tir a solar ymhlith y mathau
rhataf o gynhyrchu trydan carbon isel ar raddfa
fawr yn y DU, gan helpu i fynd i'r afael & newid
hinsawdd a sicrhau cyflenwadau ynni.
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Appendix E: Press release 3™ May 2023
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EDF Renewables UK holding second round of
public consultation events for Hirfynydd
Renewable Energy Park

3 May 2023

EDF Renewables UK is holding its second round of public consultation on the proposed
Hirfynydd Renewable Energy Park, a hybrid project in South Wales which weuld include up
to seven turbines, a solar array and battery storage.

Local residents will have the chance to find out more and comment an plans with
information days being held on Friday 12 May at Seven Sisters Community Hall (3pm —
7pm) and Saturday 13" May at Crynant Community Centre (10am —2pm).

The first round of consultation took place last autumn, and since then the team have
reflected on the feedback received and carried out more surveys and assessments on site to

refine plans

Simon Mergan, Principal Manager at EDF said:

“Climate change is the greatest chollenge that we hove ever faced and ft's happening now. We
nieed projects itke Hirfynydd to decarbonise our future. We want to develop this profect sensitively,
in consuitertion with the focol community, to minimise impacts ond moximise benefits.

[
~ TEeDF
renewables

“We are excited about what this profect could deliver, not anly in terms of renewable energy but
also the supply chain and employment opportunities as well as the potential £270,000 annval
community fund.

“The feedback we received from the first consultation was valuable and | would urge people to
continue to share their views, insights and iocal knowledge. We will continue to refine our plans as
we move towards submitting our planning application.”

These information days are the second round of informal consultation events with formal
consultation planned for later this year. No booking is required 1o attend these events. Information
and the opportunity to provide feedback will also be available online at www.edf-re.ukiour-
sites/hirfynydd for those unable to attend in person,

Ends
About EDF Renewables UK

EDF Renewables UK and Ireland (wunw.edf-re.uk) is a subsidiary of EDF Group, one of the world's
largest low carbon electricity ies, and our investment and i is reducing costs for
consumers and bringing significant benefits for communities,

With our eperating portfolio of 41 renewable energy sites including battery, solar PV, onshore and
offshore wind (together totalling more than 1 GW) we are providing much needed affordable, low
carbon electricity. We have an expanding portfolio with almost 10GW of projects in planning and
development, including wind, battery and solar PY.

In'Wales, EDF Renewables UK has big ambitions including the Garn Fach Wind Farm in Mid Wales
and Hirfynydd Energy Park in South Wales.

Our Welsh team has a wealth of experience in developing, building and aperating renewable energy
projects in Wales. We are proud to operate Liangwyryfon, our wind farm near Aberystwyth and the
Cemmaes wind farm near Machynlleth as well as building Perth Wen selar project in North Anglesey.

EDF Renewables UK is also partnering with Octo Partners 1o develop Firlys Solar Farm in South Wales
and with DP Energy to bring forward Guynt Glas, a floating offshore wind farm in the Celtic Sea with
a rapacity of up to 1GW,

For more infarmation:

Ffion Davies.

External Affairs Manager for Wales
EDF Renewables UK, United Kingdom
€ ffion.davies@edF re.uk

T+44 7920 287728

wivwedf-re.uk
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Appendix F: Virtual exhibition

o
eor
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Appendix G: Map of PIDs venues
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Appendix H: Information boards

Hirfynydd Parc Ynni Climate change, Newid hinsawdd,
Renewable Adnewyddadwy policy and planning polisi a chynllunio
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Geology and
local mine workings

The o7 has 2 significant history of mi

h

Hirfuridt Henewssls bneray Pat vill e i tive

mine, s kD enexsabls UK e indizes nergy i ud and the Coal
It b mportont b pot that Abcrperg

= the trbbnes e prapased

susthonty to wentify snd mibgat= ony

mane 1 e 500 kel il

A Coul g ik, i Sl R Ay i ke ke
2

ertine site, which il s scnsicer otber istoric mine sworkinas i the ores,

Community
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Appendix I: Printed feedback form

Hirfynydd CLIMATE CHANGE
Renewable Energy Park
Feedback Form

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement:
“I recognise that there is a dimate emergency that needs addressing.”

. Agree . Disagrs . Unsure
Do you support the development of enshore wind farms?

e No Unsure
Please let us know your views and provide feedback. If you would like to be L RO M o W Unsur
kept updated on the project, please fill in your email contact details below. Do you support the development of solar farms?

We will be analysing the responses to this second informal consultation from 1 June 2023, and W v | W vnsure
would urge you to get your faedback to us by that date.

We also welcome feedback throughout the development of the project. LOCAL OWNERSHIP

EDF Renewables UK plans to offer up to 10% local ownership in the project.
Are you supportive of this?

[ ] H v W unsure

-~ What do you think about local ownership?
THE PROJECT

Are you supportive of the Hirfynydd Renewable Energy Park proposal?

. Yas . No . Unsure

Please outline what you think the benefits might be and what concerns you have, if any.

Benefits S
COMMUNITY BENEFIT FUND
EDF Renewables UK will be offering a community benefit fund which could amount to
£270,000 per year for the lifetime of the project. (£5,000 per MW for wind, and £400 per MW for solar)
Do you think this is a good idea?
. Yes . No . Unsure

Do you think there is anything else we should be considering as we develop our plans?
Things that might benefit the local area, or issues you think we haven't considered yet? Do you have any suggestions how the fund should be spent?

ABOUT THE PUBLIC INFORMATION DAYS How did you hear about the consultation? (lease tick sl that )
How useful did you find the information? B vormation booklet sentto myhome [l Po
W oure usetu W el W word of mouth

W ot very useful W ot at 2l useful

What did you find to be the most useful elements of the event? (Tick all that apply)
The 3-dimensional interactive computer model| The informati
. R = T R ORPEER e . cR e If you would like to be kept updated on the plans for Hirfynydd Renewable Energy Park,
B e opportu provide fee B e information please provide your name and email address below. These details will only be used to
. . . y = e meaithars provide you with information in relation to Hirfynydd.
The opportuni eak to the proj 8 tu O meet others

Do you have any thoughts on how we could improve
Please let us know any other comments you have on the proposals.

the way that the information is presented?

ABOUT YOU

How old are you?

Which best describes you?
. Iliva in the area . I work in the area

For further information and

Are you responding on behalf of an organisation? to provide feedback:
W v | B

Please provide your postcode to allow us to identify where respondents are located 01639 500871

Thank you for providing your feedback on Hirfynydd Renewable En

PAGE 41 OF 42



& S eDF

renewables

Feedback Summary of Second Public Consultation

3" to 31 May 2023

Appendix J: Fact sheets

Wherever EDF Renewables UK develops and builds energy projects, we commit
to supporting local contractors and companies. We want to pros
opportunities to local people because this makes sense for our projects and

supports the commun

How do we da this?

which we operate.

We work with business groups and the local authorities to identify companies hased lacally

We host supply chain events locally

On our website we provide information on how EDF Renevvables UK works with and supports

its suppliers hity gy.com/about/

Cornpanies whe want to work with us can re:

EDF Renewables UK has a number of renewable
energy projects in develapment in Neath Port Talbot.
In acdition to the Hirfynydd Renewable Energy Park.
wee also have plans for a floating offshore wind
farm in the Celtic Sea, and wa ora devaloping solar
farms in Neath Port Talbot in partnership with Walsh
developers, Octo Partners.

Pleasz join us on Friday 7th July 2023 at Blanco's Hotel
for a business breaklast to hear more about the
opportunities and to learn about our procurenient
processes, If you'd like to come along, please register
here; https:/ibitly/SupplyChainEventhieath

Put simply, shadow flicker is the shadow of a turbina
flicking on and off a surface 25 the biades rotate. The
occurence of shadow flicker s the result of several
environmental conditions coinciding, it can therefore
only accur in very spexic circumstance, For example,
the sun must be at a certain level in the sky, the sky
ust b clear naligh for the sun to shine directly, and
the sun must be shining onta = window of = building

from hehind 7 tul

The most direct way to mitigate shadow flicker is

through the design process. such as pasitioning

turbines to minimise its impact. If the design process
mnot fully eliminate shaclow fli

used to model its theoratical occurrencs

than be daployed to autamatically stap turbines, 1
deemed highly effective’

er their interest on our supplier porta

chain

Porth Wen Is an EDF Renewables UK salar farm on
Anglesey where aver 80% of the warkforce during the
enabling and civils works have been local. To achieve
this, we held 2 supply chain breakfast and a carsers
faif in parmiership with the local authority, business
groups, Careers Wales, the Departient for Work and
Pensions, and Ambition North Wales.

ATEDF Renewables UKCs two operational onshore
wind farms - Cemmaes and Liangwyryfon in mid-
Wales - more than 20 local businesses are contraeted
1o provid= gootls and services. The companies

range from crans hire, electrical services, vehicle
maintenance, catering and accommodation, recydling.
Iogistics and professi

considered to cause a significant risk to healthé

A2011 UK Govarnment report conclucled that shadow:
flicker had not been an extensive issue, and the small
number of complaints had been effectively resolved
using turbine shut-down systern

Solar panes ara designed to absorb as much
possible, however sometimes glint can be produced as
a direct reflection of the sun from the surface of the
solar panel. A glint and glare assessment is taken as
partof the planning application to ensure there are fio
unacceptable effects. Screening from trees and other
plants can be effective in blocking glare.

0One of the most frequently asked wind farm questions from members of the
public is about how noisy the turbines might be when they are turning.

There are strict uppes limits regulating how much
noise is permitted fvom wind turbines, and all wind
farn
know as ETSU-R-97.
In very general tenms, a modern wind famm th

igned to comply with this guidance will typically
be limited to noise levels between 35 and 40 dB
{decibels) at the nearest surrounding properties under
worst-case wind conditions.

5t noise consultants have undertaken surveys

10 assess the existing background noise levels at
properties near Hirfynydd, in consultation with
Neath Port Talbot Counel. This provides *baseline’

Familiar noises and their decibel levels

* Quietoffice, library 40d8
Electric shaver 50.80d8
Food mixer or processor 80-90dB
Vacuum deaner 70dB
Hair dryer 60-9508

|
F
k

5
2d the type of tur
25 genarata electricity Witho Ut generating carban
nhouse gases, the fuel s cost free.

There is much research that concludes there i no-corelation
wazn tha proximity of wind farms and property prices.

vewy atcuvately.

noise levels to determine nois< limits. Preventing the
prociuced by the turbines from exceading the
n iits determined by the ETSU-R-7 standards
s managed through planning canditions under the
control of the local authority.
At Hirfynydd, the wind turbines will be located in the
castern part of the site, away from residential areas.
Baseling nose measurements were carried out at fiva
representative properties near to the site.
Moise from the solar farm and battery elements of
the project will also be assessed but are likely to be
rsighificant.

* Quiet residential area
* Rural area - night-time
+ Tractor

* Disco

paw
ing this transition he(ause(h

energy when there is surplus, ,mm an then be relessed

nto the grid when there is demand. Barter
nmediately release energy

n
ucing the risk of blackouts, tis estimated

25+ GW of by 2050, up

Careful atention is paid ta cell s
site layout. rlsul‘mumﬂla\wa\s of fire risk mitigation.
A ste-speciic Em espanss Plan (ERP) will be

selection, modu e design and

e, surpls ca red,
ks e grd 4 alate date

ot by EDF Renewabl:

bansfits in terms of jobs and canstruction. oparations and

ek e s e

rsity enhancements onsite and business rates

Whilst there can be same und‘rrmndshlsap hension

towrards the developmient of ran

supported by membes of the public. A Ren

conducted in 2022 foun
suppart onsho;

wable energy, it is widely

wableU( survey

th .w;t % of thase asked in Heath
i y genaration, and &
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